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when it rises above itself, was made by Christ, not in some
moment of elevation, not in some extreme emergency, but
habitually; this is meant when it is said, he went about
doing good; nor was the sacrifice made for relative or
friend or country, but for all everywhere who bear the
name of man.
Those who stood by watching his career felt that his
teaching, but probably still more his deeds, were creating
a revolution in morality and were setting to all previous
legislations, Mosaic or Gentile, that seal which is at once
ratification and abolition. While they watched, they felt
the rules and maxims by which they had hitherto lived
die into a higher and larger life. They felt the freedom
which is gained by destroying selfishness instead of re-
straining it, by crucifying the flesh instead of circumcising
it. In this new rule they perceived all old rules to be in-
cluded, but so included as to seem insignificant, axioms of
moral science, beggarly elements. It no longer seemed
to them necessary to prohibit in detail and with laborious
enumeration the different acts by which a man may injure
his neighbour. Now that they had at heart as the first
of interests the happiness of all with whom they might be
brought in contact, they no longer required a law, for-
they had acquired a quick and sensitive instinct, which
restrained them from doing harm. But while the new
morality incorporated into itself the old, how much ampler
was its compass ! A new continent in the moral globe
was discovered. Positive morality took its place by the
side of Negative. To the duty of not doing harm, which
may be called justice, was added the duty of doing good,
which may properly receive the distinctively Christian
name of Charity.

